13th April 2021
Dear Parent/Carer,
Uniform Grant for this Academic Year Extended to 30th June 2021
Flintshire County Council have been in contact to let us know that their amended application form for the Uniform
Grant is now live and available on their website. They have put a lot of information on the Uniform Grant section
of their website.
Flintshire have received additional funding from Welsh Government that extends the academic years that Uniform
Grant is available to. If you have not already done so, you can apply for a child that is in any of the following
years: (Reception, Year 1, Year 3, Year 5,) Year 7, Year 8, Year 9, Year 10, Year 11.
Funding for these years is available for a limited time (until 30/06/2021) so you must make your claim before this
date.
Please note, if you apply now for children going into any of the above years in September 2021, Flintshire County
Council cannot assess your application as their funding for 2021/22 does not become available until mid-July. Any
applications received now for September 2021 will be held until their funding is available.
In order to be eligible to apply, parents must already be in receipt of, or applying for Free School Meals based on
the following income;







Income Support,
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance,
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999,
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance,
Child Tax Credit,
provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and their annual income does not exceed
£16,190,

Guarantee element of State Pension Credit,

Working Tax Credit 'run-on' - the payment someone may receive for a further four weeks after they
stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit or Universal Credit.

Universal credit (If earned income is included in the assessment of UC it must be less than £616.66)
The Funding is also available to all looked after children of compulsory school age and pupils with no recourse to
public funds. Please do not apply if you have already received a uniform grant for your child for the 2020/21
academic year. You cannot claim twice.
For Enquires Email: FreeSchoolMeals@flintshire.gov.uk
Yours sincerely

Mrs. S Williams
Assistant Headteacher (Well-being, Conduct & Pastoral Care)
Fair Processing Notice; we process your information for the purposes of
education as set out in our Privacy Notice – available on the school
website www.flinthighschool.wales

Frequently Asked Questions
Q.
A.

I have already received £125 (£200 for year 7) for my child. Does this mean I can apply again?
No – If you have already received a payment for your child, you cannot apply again.

Q.

I have heard that there is new criteria to pay £125 for laptops or tablets. I’ve already had £125
for uniform, can I get this £125 for a laptop or tablet as well?
No – Welsh Government guidance is very clear; only 1 claim per school year is permitted. If you have
already received £125 (£200 for year 7), you cannot claim again.

A.

Q.
A.

What happens if I do apply but I’ve already received a grant for the 2020/21 academic year?
We would request parents to not apply again as it takes time for our team to check if you have had a claim
before, or not. This is time that could be better spent helping people that are making valid claims. If you do
apply and you’ve already received a grant this year, your application will be refused.

Q. It used to be only reception, year 3, 7 & 10 that could apply. Why has this changed to include more years?
A.
Welsh Government have introduced the changes to assist parents, especially for the school years where
clothing etc is expensive. The years that can now apply are Reception, 1, 3, 5, 7, 8 , 9, 10 & 11.
Q. We are still in the 2020/21 academic year, why could I not apply for this last year when my child went in to one of
these new eligible years?
A. Welsh Government have changed the scheme now and told us that we can pay for the new years that now
qualify in the current academic year.
Q.
A.

Is there a deadline for applying for the 2020/21 academic year?
Yes – This funding is only available until 30/06/21. If you apply after this date, we will only be able to assess
your application for the 2021/22 academic year that starts September 2021.

Q.
A.

What happens if I apply now, but my child isn’t in one of the years that is eligible?
If your child is going into any of the eligible years in September 2021, we will hold your application for the
time being. This is because we don’t receive our funding for the 2021/22 academic year (September 2021
onwards) until about mid-July. We cannot pay you until we have the funds available, so we will keep hold of
your application until we receive funding. We will then process your application and let you know if your
application was successful.

Q.
A.

Can you not just pay me for my children that are now eligible?
No – The funds we administer are public funds and we have to ensure we have an application from the
parent. We also have to retain these for audit purposes and in case we have any issues with your uniform
grant in future.

Q.
A

Why have you not promoted this change? People need to know to be able to claim it.
We share this frustration. Welsh Government introduced these changes with little warning and there were
many questions we had to ask that were unclear. We had to act fast and change computer systems and
application criteria to allow people to apply and to allow us to make payments. We are looking at ways to
get this information to parents including contact with schools, so that parents can find out about this change
and apply.

Q.

I need more information or I need to check if I’ve claimed before.
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A.

We would kindly ask parents to email us at FreeSchoolMeals@flintshire.gov.uk to find out. When things
change, or when something new happens, we get inundated with calls and this is time that our team could
spend processing applications. We aim to respond to emails within 48 hours.
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