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Dear Student,
As you prepare to take the next important step in your education, you face many exciting challenges and
choices. We will work very hard to help you deal with these confidently, and to make your transition into
Key Stage 4 as smooth as possible.
Key Stage 4 will see you prepare for your future learning and career paths, which brings both opportunities
and responsibilities. We have high expectations of you and know you can achieve your personal best and
aspirations.
Please read this booklet carefully. It provides information about all pathways and
courses available to you.
Remember, there are lots of people who can help you with your choices including:
Miss Harbour - Year 9 Learning Manager
Mr Overton - Options Programme Leader
Your subject teachers
The Year 9 Tutor Team
and of course your parents.
Best wishes,
Mr Connelly

The choices that you will soon be making are very important.
When deciding what you hope to do next year you need to
think about the following questions:

 Which subjects do you enjoy most of all?
 Do the subjects that you have chosen match up with your Sixth





Form, College, University or career plans?
Which subjects are you best at?
What about subject balance? Do your choices leave as many
opportunities open to you as possible?
Am I picking this option just because my friends are?
Am I picking this option just because I like/dislike my teacher?

You will need to discuss your option choices with your teachers and
parents. It is useful to seek out careers advice, but in the end, it has
to be your choice, a choice which fits your needs, your ambitions
and your aspirations.

 Read this booklet carefully with your parents/carers.

 Speak to subject teachers if you have questions.
 Options forms will be completed online in the Spring term.
 Mr Overton will speak to students if there are problems.

The Key Stage Four curriculum is delivered over 2 years in Years 10 and 11.
KS4 is such an important phase because it will decide your first set of national qualifications. You will hold
these for the rest of your life, so it is vital we get it right for you. The KS4 curriculum is divided into Core and
Options.
Compulsory Core
The core is the part of the curriculum that you have to complete. Every KS4 student must follow courses in
English Language & Literature, Maths, Numeracy, Double Award Science, Welsh, Skills Challenge and PE.

Options
On top of your core subjects, you will choose 3 options, one from each option column. You will receive lots of
guidance from your teachers and we will do our best to make sure students make the right choices.

We hope that the courses offered will be available to all students who wish to follow them but we
cannot always guarantee that each course will run.
Alternatives have to be considered if:

 Too many students opt for a particular course.
 Too few students select a particular course.
 We wish to advise a more appropriate range of courses to
meet a student’s needs.

Compulsory Core: Subjects all students study
Options: Subjects you can choose with guidance
Controlled Assessment or NEA (non-examined assessment) : Now replacing coursework in many
subjects, controlled assessments and NEAs are completed in class, under controlled conditions.
GCSE:

Coursework or equivalent, and end of course examinations.

BTEC:

Vocational courses based on completion of assignments
throughout the course with a smaller proportion of external
assessment.

Level 1:

Qualifications graded GCSE D-G or BTEC Level 1.

Level 2:

Qualifications graded GCSE A*-C or BTEC at Pass, Merit, Distinction.

Level 3:

AS / A2 Qualifications or BTEC Level 3.

Key Stage 4 Subjects
These are compulsory for all students
Subject

Leading to

English Language

GCSE

English Literature

GCSE

Mathematics

GCSE

Numeracy

GCSE

Science

GCSE (Double Award)

Welsh Baccalaureate

WBQ qualification - A* - C grade at

Skills Challenge (WBQ)

National & Pass at Foundation level

Cymraeg/Welsh

GCSE

Physical Education

Not examined (also available as an
option course)

Option X

Option Y

Option Z

Triple Science

History

French

History

Business Studies

Geography

Performing Arts

Art

Computer Science

Design Technology

Drama

Art

Health & Social Care

Physical Education

Design Technology

Physical Education

Work Related Education

Music

Digital Technology

Media
Equality & Diversity

NOTE: These option columns are subject to change as a result of staffing changes or demand.
History, Physical Education, Drama and Art can be chosen in one column only.

Do you have an idea of what you want to do after Year 11?
It is important to understand where your options might
lead you......
Year 10/11
GCSE (Level 2+)
5 A*-C Grades
(Including English &
Maths)

GCSE (Level 2)
5 A*-C Grades

17-18 Years Old
Sixth Form (A Levels)

College (A Levels)

Apprenticeships

18+ Years Old
Further Education
University (Degree
Level)

Higher Education
Diploma

Employment with training
GCSE (Level 1)
5 D-G Grades

Foundation
Courses

Sixth Form
(Level 2 Access
Pathway)
College (Level 2
qualifications)

Apprenticeship

Employment with
training

Employment

 Students achieving the National Welsh Baccalaureate (Skills Challenge, Maths/Numeracy, English
Language and 3 other GCSEs at C grade or above will have all options available to them post 16.
 Students achieving the Level 2+ measure (5 GCSEs at C grade or above including English and/or
Maths/Numeracy) will have all options available to them post 16.
 Students achieving the Level 2 measure (5 GCSEs at C grade or above not including English and/or
Maths/Numeracy) will usually have all paths available to them, but would need to re-sit English
and/or Maths/Numeracy.
 Level 1 students (5 GCSEs at grades D-G) can usually study level 2 qualifications at College or go
on to employment, apprenticeships or work-based training.
 Foundation students (not achieving Level 1) will often go straight in to employment, work-based
training or apprenticeships.
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GCSE English Language (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Mrs J Defries

Course Description
Oracy, reading and writing skills will be recognised in GCSE English language.
Students should be inspired, moved and challenged by following a broad,
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study. They will develop their ability
to use English as active and informed citizens and be able to speak, listen, read and
write fluently, appropriately, effectively and critically - for a wide range of
personal, functional and social purposes. Students will be expected to respond to a
wide range of written texts, including challenging and dynamic texts. They will
develop the knowledge and skills require to make informed decisions about
further learning opportunities and career choices.
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1: Oracy (Individual Researched Presentation, Re- Controlled Assessment (20%)
sponding and Interacting)
Unit 2: Description, Narration and Exposition.

(Written Examination (40%)

Unit 3: Argumentation, Persuasion and Instructional.

(Written Examination (40%)

Possible Careers
Careers where you’re advising
people and giving information.
These may include:
Librarian
Financial Adviser
Sales
Retail

Careers involving writing.
These may include:
Editor
Publishing
Advertising
Marketing

Detailed Course Information &
Specification
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GCSE English Literature (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Mrs J Defries

Course Description
GCSE Literature involves reading a variety of literary texts including plays and poetry. The
course is an enjoyable balance of pre and post 19th century literature and an excellent precursor
to AS Language and Literature. Students will discuss a wide variety of texts, issues and themes.
Sharing opinions and responding to those of others is an enjoyable part of the course and an understanding of the historical and social contexts in which a text is written is important at GCSE.
Researching and presenting contextual information is a rewarding aspect of the course and can
provide the student with a fuller understanding of their texts. Consolidating language analysis
skills is a vital part of the Literature programme of study; students will look at character, theme
and context as well as explore literary techniques and different genres in writing.
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1: Prose (different cultures) and poetry
(contemporary)

Written Examination (35%)

Unit 2a: Literary heritage drama and contemporary
prose

(Written Examination (40%)

Unit 3: Shakespeare and Welsh writing in English

Controlled Assessment (25%)

Possible Careers
Academic Librarian
Advertising Account Executive
Advertising Copywriter
Arts Administrator
Film Director
Information Officer

Marketing Executive
Primary School Teacher
Public Relations Officer
Records Manager
Secondary School Teacher
Social Media Manager

Detailed Course Information &
Specification
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GCSE Mathematics & Numeracy (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Mrs T Grandy

Course Description
Mathematics at GCSE level consists of two qualifications – GCSE Numeracy and GCSE
Mathematics. Students will follow the WJEC specification and a course specific for their needs
will be chosen. A considerable time will be spent ensuring students are entered for the tier that
is most suited to them. During the course, learners are given opportunities to:














Develop problem solving skills
Generate strategies to solve problems that are unfamiliar
Answer questions that span more than one topic area of the curriculum
Make mental calculations and calculations without the aid of a calculator
Make estimates
Understand 3-D shape
Use computers and other technological aids
Collect data
Understand and use the statistical problem solving cycle
Become confident with a whole range of mathematical skills
Enjoy mathematics in order to encourage excellent learning
Instill confidence to apply mathematical techniques in a variety of situations
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1 - Non Calculator Paper

Tiered Written Examination (50%)

Unit 2 - Calculator Paper

Tiered Written Examination (50%)

Possible Careers
Accountancy
Aerospace & Defence
Automotive
Biosciences
Business Support Services
Biomathematics
Cryptography

Education
Engineering
Exploration Geophysics
Financial Services & Banking
Insurance
IT & Computer Science
Pharmaceuticals

Detailed Course Information &
Specification
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GCSE Double Award Science (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Mrs N Kearns

Course Description
GCSE Science will encourage you to develop confidence in, and a positive attitude towards,
science and to recognise its importance in your own life and to society.
Key ideas include:








The use of conceptual models and theories to make sense of the observed
Diversity of natural phenomena
The assumption that every effect has one or more cause
That change is driven by differences between different objects and systems when they
interact
That many such interactions occur over a distance without direct contact
That science progresses through a cycle of hypothesis, practical experimentation,
observation, theory development and review
That quantitative analysis is a central
Units

Unit

Weighting

Unit 1 and 4: Biology

Written Examination (30%)

Unit 2 and 5: Chemistry

Written Examination (30%)

Unit 3 and 6: Physics

Written Examination (30%)

Unit 7: Practical Assessment

Practical Assessment (10%)

Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Possible Careers
Nurse
Zoo Keeper
CSI Investigator
Veterinary Nurse
Tree Surgeon

Midwife
Chemist
Engineer
Green Technologist
Radiographer
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Welsh Baccalaureate (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Mrs E Lane

Course Description
Through the Welsh Baccalaureate learners will raise their skills levels and confidence, enabling
and empowering them to take their place as responsible and active citizens within a diverse
society. Alongside and through the development of skills, the Welsh Baccalaureate provides
learners with the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of society, the
community in which they live and an awareness of global issues, events and perspectives.
The Welsh Baccalaureate is based on a Skills Challenge Certificate alongside supporting
qualifications. The requirements of both the Skills Challenge Certificate and supporting
qualifications must be met in order to achieve the overarching Welsh Baccalaureate.
The Skills Challenge Certificate consists of four components which are followed by all learners:





Individual Project
Enterprise and Employability Challenge
Global Citizenship Challenge
Community Challenge

The combined outcomes of the four components will determine whether the Skills Challenge
Certificate is awarded at National or Foundation level. The Supporting Qualifications include
two mandatory GCSEs of English Language or Welsh Language together with Mathematics Numeracy or Mathematics. A further three GCSEs are also required, of which two may be of
equivalent qualifications.
To meet the National Welsh Baccalaureate requirements all five of the Supporting
Qualifications must be achieved at grades A*-C. Similarly, for the Foundation Welsh
Baccalaureate the Supporting Qualifications must be achieved at grades A*-G.
Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Possible Careers
Teacher
Forensic Scientist
Primary Educator
Sociologist
Psychologist
Product designer

Fashion Journalist
Actor
Children’s Nurse
Dental Nurse
Historian
Engineer
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Contact Teacher
Mrs L Evans

GCSE Cymraeg/Welsh(WJEC)
Course Description
There's never been a better time to learn Welsh!

The Welsh Government has a long-term vision to see the Welsh language thriving, with a million
people able to speak Welsh by 2050. You can play a part in that!
Reasons to study Welsh include:











Personal aspiration
A number of people choose to learn the language simply because they enjoy a new challenge
Languages are a life skill
Languages teach you communication skills and adaptability
Languages combine well with virtually any other subject for further study
Language study helps with understanding of your own language
Dealing with patterns and manipulating language enhance your thinking skills
Welsh language will give you the advantage when applying for jobs in Wales
All students in Wales from September 2017 are expected to study Welsh up to GCSE.

Unit

Weighting

Unit 1—Oracy response to visual simulus

25% - taken in Year 10

Unit 2—Communicating with other people

25% - taken in Year 11

Unit 3—Written examination—narrative, specific and instructional

25% - take at end of Year 11

Unit 4—Written examination—descriptive, creative and imaginative

25% - sat at the end of Year 11

Possible Careers
Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Law
Medicine
Translator
Designer
Teacher
GCHQ
Biologist

Engineer
Chemist
Researcher
Travel Industry
Chef
Theatre
Musician
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Curriculum Leader
Mrs N Kearns

GCSE Triple Award Science (WJEC)
Course Description

GCSE Triple Science will encourage you to develop confidence in, and a positive attitude towards
science and to recognise its importance in your own life and to society. Triple Award Science is a
prestigious course for able scientists (in agreement with Mrs Kearns) who have a keen passion for
studying and pursuing a future career in science. Three separate GCSEs in science are awarded for
passing the course.
Key ideas include:







The use of conceptual models and theories to make sense of the observed diversity of
natural phenomena
The assumption that every effect has one or more cause
That change is driven by differences between different objects and systems when they
interact
That many such interactions occur over a distance without direct contact
That science progresses through a cycle of hypothesis, practical experimentation,
observation, theory development and review
That quantitative analysis is a central element both of many theories and of scientific
methods of inquiry.
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Unit 1: Written Exam (Y10)

Unit 1: Written Exam (Y10)

Unit 1: Written Exam (Y10)

Unit 2: Written Exam (Y11)

Unit 2: Written Exam (Y11)

Unit 2: Written Exam (Y11)

Unit 3: Practical Assessment
(Y11)

Unit 3: Practical Assessment
(Y11)

Unit 3: Practical Assessment
(Y11)

1 GCSE

1 GCSE

1 GCSE

Possible Careers

Detailed Course Information &
Specification—Biology

Doctor
Astronomer
Surgeon
Veterinarian
Marine Biologist

Detailed Course Information &
Specification—Physics

Pilot
Chemist
Engineer
Psychologist
Scientific Inventor
Detailed Course Information &
Specification—Chemistry
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GCSE Art and Design (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Miss C Evans

Course Description
GCSE Art and Design is designed to provide an engaging, challenging, coherent, satisfying and
worthwhile course of study, which students enjoy. The course is flexible and allows students to
be actively engaged in the process of Art and Design in order to develop as effective and
independent learners, as well as critical and reflective thinkers. The program of study allows
opportunities to be actively engaged and working with a broad range of media, materials and
learning new technical techniques and skills. There are opportunities to develop cultural
knowledge, understanding and application of Art, Craft and Design, in both historical and
contemporary contexts though gallery visits in the UK and abroad.
Units
Assessment 1 (Candidate Portfolio) (60%) - 120 marks

Internally set and developed from personal and/or given starting points.

Selected and presented by the candidate from work undertaken within the course.

Requires evidence of how the candidate has met each of the assessment objectives.
Assessment 2 (Externally set task) [research & preparation plus 10 hours] (40%) 80 marks

Requires a sustained period of focussed study of no longer than 10 hours.

Presented to the candidates no earlier than the start of January in the year of the
examination.

Requires evidence of how the candidate has met each of the assessment objectives.

Possible Careers
Teacher / University Lecturer
Fine Artist
Illustrator
Photographer
Animator
Graphic Designer
Printmaker
Art Therapist

Tattooist
Games Designer
Architect
Interior Designer
Make-up Artist
Set Designer
Fashion Designer
Website Designer

Detailed Course Information &
Specification
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GCSE Business Studies (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Mr A Guntrip

Course Description
Now more than ever, there are opportunities for entrepreneurs and the business minded to make
a fortune from a brilliant idea! Studying business at GCSE will provide you with the tools to do this.
Learn about the world of work and how to create, manage and grow a business in the 21st century
world. If you have an appetite for success, choosing to study business will be the best decision you
make.

Actively engage in the study of business to develop as effective learners, and as critical
and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds

Use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts and opinions, to build
arguments and make informed judgements

Develop and apply business knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary
issues in a range of local, national and global contexts

Appreciate a range of perspectives on the impacts of business on wider society

Consider the extent to which business activity can be ethical and support sustainable
development

Develop and apply quantitative skills relevant to business including using and
interpreting data

Apply and relate knowledge and understanding to real enterprise and business
opportunities, decision making and scenarios
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1—Business World

Written Examination (62.5%)

Unit 2—Business Perceptions

Written Examination (37.5%)

Possible Careers

Employable Skills
Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Accountancy
Advertising
Banking, Investment and Financial
Services
HR/Personnel
Management Consultancy
Public Relations
Retail Management

Analytical Ability
Communication and Presentation
Skills
Goal Setting
Leadership Skills
Numeracy
Problem Solving
Team Work
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Contact Teacher
Mr W Overton

GCSE Computer Science (WJEC)
Course Description

Already know how to use spreadsheet and word processing software? Would you like to learn
more about the science behind computers and how they work? Would you like to write your own
applications? Studying Computer Science will allow you to:


Understand what each component inside a computer does and how they communicate in
binary and hexadecimal



Write your own computer applications and software using the latest programming
languages



Improve your technical knowledge of computers and solve problems



Investigate computer networks and understand how data is transferred between devices



Look at current trends in Computer Science along with new and emerging technologies



Gain experience in using different types of operating systems and software



Improve your ability to solve mathematical problems and think logically and
independently
Units

Unit

Weighting

Unit 1—Understanding Computer Science

Written Examination (50%)

Unit 2—Computational Thinking & Programming

Practical Examination (30%)

Unit 3—Software Development

Controlled Assessment (20%)

Possible Careers
Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Software Developer
Games Tester
Web Designer
Digital Media
Network Technician
Cyber Security
National Security MI5/MI6

Systems Analyst
Graphical Designer
Mobile App Developer
Artificial Intelligence
Robotics
Communications Engineer
E-Commerce

Year 9 Option Choices
Your Choices, Your Future

GCSE Digital Technology (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Mr A Guntrip

Course Description
This new GCSE qualification in Digital Technology is a broad-based qualification that allows learners to
build on the ICT digital skills, knowledge and understanding that is used both in their school and everyday lives. The qualification will allow learners to develop their understanding of the range of digital technology systems at use in our connected and globalised society. It will also allow learners to explore the
ever-evolving nature of digital technology systems and how these systems can be used productively, creatively and safely. Digital Technology is aimed at students who enjoy using ICT software and will give
them the opportunity to develop digital ICT products such as website pages, graphics, animations and
video. Learners will also have the opportunity to use software such as spreadsheets and databases to
analyse data and make predictions.
How does Digital Technology differ from Computer Science?

 Digital Technology focuses on using ICT software rather than writing software/code using programming languages

 Digital Technology focuses on using ICT hardware to create products rather than understanding the
science of how hardware works

 Digital Technology focuses on the planning and development of digital media products rather than
the technical and scientific aspects of the ICT industry

Unit

Weighting

Unit 1— The Digital World

Online Examination (40%)

Unit 2—Digital Practices

NEA 45 hours (40%)

Unit 3—Communicating in the Digital World

NEA 15 hours (20%)

Possible Careers
Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Influencer
Games Tester
Web Designer
Digital Media
Network Technician
Cyber Security
National Security MI5/MI6

Systems Analyst
Graphical Designer
Mobile App Developer
Artificial Intelligence
Robotics
Communications Engineer
E-Commerce
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GCSE D&T Engineering (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Mr R Davies

Course description
The word "engineering" comes from the Latin word that means "cleverness." Engineering is just
a fancy word that means solving a problem by using science, math, and common knowledge.
People use engineering to design and create things or processes that are useful. Anyone who
likes to explore and build things can learn how to engineer designs of new creations. Studying
D&T Engineering will enable you to:

 Find out how everyday products with moving parts work by understanding mechanisms.
 Discover why specific materials are selected to make small products (e.g. your mobile
phone) to massive constructions (e.g. bridges and skyscrapers).
 Explore how structures are designed to withstand huge forces (e.g. hurricanes and floods).
 Understand how electronics can control products (e.g. robots).
 Learn how world famous designers (e.g. James Dyson) think and approach designing and
engineering.
 Develop the drawing skills and computer aided design skills which designers use when
creating new designs.
 Improve your workshop skills to use a wide range of tools, including computer controlled
technology (e.g. the laser cutter).
 Design and make a working product of your own (Unit 2).
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1: Design and Technology in the 21st Century

Written Examination (50%)

Unit 2: Design and make task

Non Exam Assessment (50%)

Possible Careers
Automotive Engineering
Aerospace Engineering
Civil Engineering
Mechanical Engineering

Electrical Engineering
Environmental Engineering
Military Engineering
Army, RAF and Navy Engineers

Detailed Course Information &
Specification
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GCSE Drama (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Mrs F Lister

Course description
Drama provides an excellent preparation for a performing arts career and enhances your ability
to be a strong and effective communicator within the working world. It is highly effective in
developing your confidence and ability to work as part of a team. It will provide a great
foundation into any communications, businesses, marketing, events management or a teaching
career. It is worthwhile considering that the ability to communicate effectively was ranked as the
number one employability skill by employers. A GCSE in Drama will make you stand out from the
rest because you have to be creative, work collaboratively and develop your ability to
communicate meaning to an audience.

Students will be able to respond to plays and other types of drama from a performance
perspective, exploring relationships and comparisons between texts and dramatic styles of
different periods and of different cultures. Students will be able to explore physical theatre,
scripted work, improvisation and devising. You will learn by:








Watching live theatre performances and examplar practical work
Researching, rehearsing and visiting theatre productions
Exploring the stage space and learning how to utilise a performance space
Operating lighting and sound equipment
Practising and developing essay writing skills
Directing & leading others
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1: Devising Theatre

Practical Examination, Written Portfolio and written evaluation (40%)

Unit 2: Performing Theatre

Practical Examination (20%)

Unit 3—Interpreting Theatre

Written Examination (40%)

Detail Course Information &
Specification—BTEC

Possible Careers
Actor for stage or TV
Costume Designer
Stage Manager
Teacher

Lighting Technician
Drama Therapist
Director
Playwright

Detailed Course Information &
Specification—GCSE
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Work Related Education

Contact Teacher
Mrs A Chatfield

Course description
This course is aimed at students who are looking to go straight in to the world of work after
leaving secondary education. The course will give students the skills needed to evaluate their
own skills and assess their suitability for different job roles within the community. Students will
learn how to apply for different jobs and understand the personal qualities needed for different
job roles. Students will have the opportunity to complete a work experience placement and
review their performance and effectiveness. Students will gain an understanding of legislation
which affects employment, the personal qualities required to be an asset to an organisation,
along with the skills needed to a valued independent member of the community.

This is a level 2 course equivalent to a grade ‘B’ at GCSE and there is no examination. All units
are project based and assessed individually.
Units
Students will be required to complete units totalling 13 credits, including:









Career Exploration
Developing Interview Technique
Time Management
Oral Communication Skills
Using Information Technology
Following Safe Practices Using Information Technology
Finding, Sourcing and Selecting Information Using Information Technology

Possible Progression
Trainee
Apprentice
Work-based learning
Entrepreneur
Manufacturing

College
Sixth Form
Full Time Employment
Retail
Production Operative

Detailed Course Information &
Specification
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Contact Teacher
Mrs V Smith

GCSE French (WJEC)

Course Description
Many employers are looking for people with language skills due to the growth in global
markets. People who speak a second language are less likely to be unemployed and they
generally earn more than those who don’t.










French is, along with English, the only language spoken on all five continents
Are you—someone who is prepared to have a go? Someone who likes a challenge?
Someone who can work independently? Someone who can figure out patterns? Someone
who likes talking? Someone who appreciates other ways of life? Someone who is not
afraid of hard work ?
Learning another language enriches the mind and opens up new horizons, both personal
and professional.
France, as the world’s fifth biggest economy, attracts entrepreneurs, researchers and the
cream of foreign students.
Proficiency in French is essential for anyone considering a career in any international
organisation.
After English, French is the third most widely used language on the Internet, ahead of
Spanish.
Languages are a life skill which teaches you communication skills and adaptability.
Languages combine well with virtually any other subject for further study
Units

Unit

Weighting

Unit 1—Speaking, conducted with class teacher, sent to WJEC

25%

Unit 2—Listening paper

25%

Unit 3—Reading and Translating into English

25%

Unit 4—Writing and Translating into French

25%

Possible Careers

Law
Medicine
Translator
Designer
Teacher
Biologist

Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Chemist
Researcher
Travel Industry
Chef
Theatre
Musician
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GCSE Geography (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Miss L Williams

Course Description
Geography helps you to make sense of the world around you. It is hands on, it is relevant and it is
fun. Current GCSE courses are a good mix of topics such as urban issues, world development, extreme environments, rivers and hazards to name but a few. The course will give you the chance to
get to grips with some of the big questions which affect our world and understand the social, economic and physical forces and processes which shape and change our world.
Topics studied will allow you to see the interconnections between the human and the physical
geographical elements and how our actions are changing our planet, these include:








Tectonic environments
Rivers
Extreme weather
Global trade
Ecosystems
Distinctive landscapes

Geographers have one of the highest rates of graduate employment, pursuing a wide range of
career paths. but simply, there is no such thing as a geography job; rather there are multiple jobs
that geographers do.
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1— Changing Physical and Human Landscapes

Written Examination (40%)

Unit 2— Environmental and Development Issues

Written Examination (40%)

Unit 3— Fieldwork Enquiry

Written Examined (20%)

Possible Careers

Town Planner
Chartered Surveyor
Commercial Assistant
Land Surveyor

Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Engineering Surveyor
Property Manager
Teacher
Conservationist
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GCSE Health and Social Care (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Ms J Williams

Course Description
Do you want to make a change to someone's life & see how people develop over time with
support? Think you could be the person to help vulnerable groups of people lead an independent
life? The Health and Social Care Sector is a hugely rewarding and exciting industry to work in.
Studying Health and Social Care will allow you to develop knowledge and understanding of:









Human development across the life cycle
Physical, social, emotional and intellectual health
The importance of active participation on development and well-being
Early intervention and prevention to promote and support growth, development and
well-being for a range of conditions and circumstances
Health and social care, and childcare provision in Wales to promote and support health and
well-being
Public health and health promotion across the life cycle
Factors affecting health and well-being across the life cycle
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1—Human growth, development and well-being

Written Examination (40%)

Unit 2—Promoting and maintaining health and well-being:
Task 1: Service Provision
Task 2: Health Promotion

Controlled Assessment
Examination (60%)

Possible Careers
Nurse (Adult, Child, Midwifery)
Counsellor
Occupational Therapist
Mental Health Worker
Social Worker
Youth Worker
Primary / ALN Teacher

Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Pharmacist
Paramedic
Clinical Psychologist
Dentist
Optometrist
Dietitian
Physiotherapist
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GCSE History (WJEC)

Contact Teacher
Mr M Catterall

Course Description
Do you have an interest in events which have happened in the past and how it has shaped the
present and possible future? GCSE History encourages students to develop their interest and
enthusiasm for history and gain an understanding of its intrinsic value and significance. Studying
history will allow students to develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specific
historical events, periods and societies. Students will gain the skills needed to examine and
analyse evidence and sources in order to form their own opinions of the factors which shaped
historical events.
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1 - Depression, War & Recovery

Written Examination (25%)

Unit 2 - Germany in Transition, 1919-1939

Written Examination (25%)

Unit 3 - Changes in Health and Medicine, c.1340 to the Written Examination (30%)
present day

Unit 4 - Working as a Historian

Non Examined Assessment (20%)

Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Possible Careers
Archaeologist
Journalist
Lawyer
Librarian
Teacher

Museum Technician
Tour Operator
Heritage Management
Archivist
Conservationist

Year 9 Option Choices
Your Choices, Your Future

Contact Teacher
Mrs S Williams

GCSE Media Studies (WJEC)
Course Description

The media play a central role in contemporary society and culture. They shape our perceptions
of the world through the representations, viewpoints and messages they offer. In addition, they
provide us with ways to communicate and enable us to participate in society. Media Studies
gives you the opportunity to develop media knowledge and understanding and the ability to
debate important questions about the media.


You will draw on your existing experience of the media and extend your appreciation and
critical understanding through the study of products which you will be less familiar with,
including products for different audiences.
There is a particular focus on the media in Wales, considering aspects of the media
industries in Wales, products intended for Welsh audiences and representations of Wales
and Welsh cultural identity, for example ‘Gavin and Stacey’.
You will study advertising, music video, video games and newspapers, considering how
audiences are targeted and how we are influenced by persuasive media texts.
You will study film franchises like Marvel as well as creating your own media products.






Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1—Exploring the Media

Written Examination (30%)

Unit 2—Understanding Television and Film

Written Examination (30%)

Unit 3—Creating Media

Non-exam Assessment (40%)

Possible Careers
Media Planner
Multi-media Specialist
Programme Researcher
Broadcaster
Film/Video Producer
Vlogger
Media Analyst

Journalism
Public Relations Officer
Runner (for media company)
Social Media Manager
Television Producer
Web Content Manager
UX Designer

Detailed Course Information &
Specification—GCSE

Year 9 Option Choices
Your Choices, Your Future

Contact Teacher
Mrs F Lister

GCSE Music (WJEC)
Course Description

GCSE Music is about making and listening to music. Students will be introduced to a wide variety
of musical styles, from popular music to jazz, and world music to western classical music. They
will also be given opportunities to use music technology such as sequencing, mixing and
recording.
The course covers a range of skills including:





Performing: as a soloist and as part of an ensemble. Exam boards accept a wide range
of performance skills from traditional orchestral instruments and singing through to DJing
and beat boxing.
Composing: this might be to a particular brief or in a particular style but will enable the
student to explore their creativity and musical style.
Listening: the ability to critically appreciate and respond to music as well as analyse its
structure and recognise musical devices.
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1—Peforming

Practical Controlled Assessment (35%)

Unit 2—Composition

Coursework (35%)

Unit 3—Appraising

Written Examination (30%)

Possible Careers
The music industry is a big business and offers a huge range of opportunities in many
different careers. Students who study GCSE Music will find plenty of options when it
comes to choosing a future path. Equipped with an awareness of musical genres and
styles; performing, listening and composing skills; and music technology proficiency,
students will be well equipped to pursue a musical profession.
But GCSE Music also offers a wealth of transferable skills relevant to ongoing musical
and non-musical study as well as to future career development, including literacy,
critical thinking, social skills and team working, leadership and communication, and
time management and organisational skills.

Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Year 9 Option Choices
Your Choices, Your Future

Contact Teacher
Mr N Spearpoint

GCSE PE (WJEC)
Course Description

The students who choose this course will love PE. They will always bring their kit to lessons and
they will enjoy all activities from gym and fitness to netball and football. They will be interested
in finding out how the body works, how to improve fitness and in leading sport. There will be a
mixture of practical and theory lessons. The course is in addition to their Core PE lessons.
Students will be expected to participate in a wide range of activities, not just those they wish to
be assessed in. An interest in all practical activities therefore is important. Students will also be
encouraged to develop their skills in leadership and officiating to develop their understanding of
different sports. Students will be assessed on a combination of team and individual sports. The
practical work will be marked by the staff teaching the course.
Theory - a written exam
 Applied anatomy and physiology
 Physical training, health and fitness
 Sports psychology
 Social and cultural influences
Practical - activities including games, gym, dance, athletics and adventurous sports.
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1—Introduction to Physical Education

Written Examination (50%)

Unit 2—The Active Participant in Physical Education

Non-examined Assessment (50%)

Possible Careers
Physiotherapist
Personal Trainer
Sports Coach
Nutritionist
Teacher

Dietician
Professional Sportsperson
Sports Psychologist
Sports Medicine
Sports Data Analyst

Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Year 9 Option Choices
Your Choices, Your Future

Contact Teacher
Mrs A Chatfield

Level 2 Diversity & Equality (NCFE)
Course Description

The world is full of billions of people. Every person on the planet is unique, with their own views,
beliefs and values. It is important to understand and respect the diversity of human life and treat
everyone as an equal. Students who choose this course will want to try something different.
They will want to learn more about the world and society in particular. This course will:

 Introduce the concepts of equality and diversity in a variety of environments including society, the






community and the workplace
Highlight how stereotyping and labelling affect individuals
Outline the effects of prejudice and discrimination
Allow the learner to examine rights and responsibilities
Stress the importance of taking individual responsibility and action to help and support others
Provide a basis for further study and/or career development

This course is completely coursework based and is equivalent to 2 B grades at GCSE level. All
assessments will be completed on the computer after covering the unit content.
Units
Unit

Weighting

Unit 1— Equality and Diversity in Society

Non-examined Assessment (33%)

Unit 2—Equality and Diversity in the Community.

Non-examined Assessment (33%)

Unit 3— Equality and Diversity in the Work Place.

Non-examined Assessment (33%)

Possible Careers
Entrepreneur
Council Worker
Solicitor
Accountant
Construction
Philosopher
Retail

Detailed Course Information &
Specification

Politician
Reporter
Blogger
Social Media
Advertising
Television / Radio
Apprentice

