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A Welcome from
the Headteacher
Croeso i Ysgol Uwchradd y Fflint
Dear Parents and Carers,
This prospectus is designed to give you information about
our school and help you to make a very important decision which secondary school do I choose for my child?
We are very proud of our students and parents, and
appreciate the strong community support they provide.
Our vision is to be the school of choice for the community
and this has clearly been realised over the past few years.
Student intake in Year 7 and the sixth form has increased
year on year, from local and surrounding communities,
showing that parents and carers are putting their trust in us.
Certainly academic success is crucial and we are delighted
with the continued academic performance of the school.
As well as examination performance, parents choose a school
where their children will be happy and feel safe, where they
can grow up learning to be confident, respectful and tolerant
of others. We also want our students to aim high and realise
their ambitions, and our excellent pastoral support is a
particular strength of the school and allows them to do this.
I know that the success of the school is due to the strength
and excellence of our staff team, supported by our dedicated
governors, who want the best for the children here. Parents
and carers play an important part in our success too, they
are happy to tell us what we are doing well and areas in which
we could improve.
We hope that you decide to choose Flint High School.

Jim Connelly
Headteacher
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Our Mission
• To provide a high-quality, inclusive
education that challenges and develops our
students, enabling them to realise their full
academic potential, and enhance their skills
and talents.
• To provide a welcoming, safe and supportive
environment in which students feel happy
and confident.
• To ensure that each student is valued and
treated as an individual.
• To create a community within a community
that includes an active partnership with
families.

Our Values
We aim to promote and encourage:
•
•
•
•
•
•

creativity and innovation.
pride and confidence.
responsibility and ambition.
self-esteem and mutual respect.
tolerance and understanding.
belief in achieving success.

Your Local School
We are a popular 11-18 years, mixed
comprehensive serving the local community
of Flint and surrounding villages. We have
very strong links with our local primary
schools. The number of students on roll
at the school continues to rise. Our recent
successes in examination results reflect our
high expectations and the hard work, skill
and dedication of our staff. On joining our
school students will experience a positive,
encouraging and friendly learning environment,
where an individual’s personal qualities and
capabilities can flourish, and where support and
guidance are always on hand.
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“The inclusive, supportive ethos of the school contributes
successfully to the wellbeing of pupils. They feel a strong
sense of community and belonging.” Estyn 2019

Learning for Life

Our School

All students are taught the full range of
National Curriculum subjects: English,
Mathematics, Science, Welsh, French,
Music, Art, ICT, Design Technology,
Physical Education, History, Geography,
Religious Education and Drama.

Key Stage 3: fundamental skills tailored to
the individual
The KS3 curriculum equips students with
the skills and attributes they need as a
learner to succeed at Flint High School and
beyond as lifelong learners.

Pastoral Care:
a priority

The curriculum at Key Stage 3 offers a
balance of innovation and tradition whilst
emphasising creativity and independent
skills.

It is of paramount importance to us that
children are happy. Our students are known
and treated as individuals and we do our
best to help them develop into mature,
confident young adults with compassion
and respect for others. Parents know we are
accessible, welcoming and happy to discuss
with you any aspect of your child’s education
or wellbeing.
Children with additional learning needs
are very well cared for and challenged to
achieve their very best by all staff. Support is
provided by our excellent ALNCO (Additional
Learning Needs Co-ordinator) and her team
of dedicated Teaching Assistants, who
work with students in the classroom, and
sometimes in smaller groups, to help those
children develop the confident and skills to
progress.

The number of
students on roll
at the school
continues to rise.
On joining our
school, students
will experience
a positive,
encouraging and
friendly learning
environment.

Key Stage 4: a comprehensive choice
We believe it is essential to offer tailored
support and guidance to students taking
their GCSEs. We provide career guidance
and an information evening, so that parents
are very much involved to help make these
choices.
The majority of students
follow courses that lead to
them gaining at least nine
qualifications at GCSE and
equivalent. All students take
the Welsh Baccalaureate,
which is an overarching
qualification including
key skills.

Sixth Form Partnership: 6
‘6’ is the name of our successful partnership with St Richard Gwyn Catholic
High School that began in September 2013. Sixth formers study at either
school depending on their subject choices, with Welsh Baccalaureate,
pastoral care and academic guidance delivered at Flint High School. We
know that many students benefit from staying in a school-based sixth form,
where they have the best of both worlds.
5

“The school ensures that pupils’ wellbeing needs
are met through its strong provision for and focus
on pastoral care and inclusion” Estyn 2019

Moral values

Assemblies play an
important role in our
school, fostering a strong
sense of community
spirit, as well as time for
reflection.

Personal and Social Education is
delivered during form tutor time and
in designated PSE lessons.
Assemblies fall within the broad
Christian tradition and play an
important role in our school,
fostering a strong sense of
community spirit, instilling moral
and social values, and providing time
for reflection.
Our Remembrance Day Assembly is
a very moving ceremony, attended
by local dignitaries, including our
Assembly Member, MP and Mayor.

Our Performing Arts
department is well
known for the quality
of its annual sell-out
performance.

Creativity and
Performances
Our Performing Arts department
is renowned for the quality of
its teaching and its excellent
performances, which showcase
our students’ talents in drama and
music. An annual performance
of a musical or play is always a
sell-out. Choirs, orchestras and
soloists perform throughout the
year in assemblies, at the Parish
Church of St Mary and St David,
and during Flint Festival. Many
of our students have singing or
instrumental lessons delivered by a
skilled team of peripatetic teachers.
Our annual art exhibition showcases
Art and Technology coursework,
demonstrating the diversity and
high standards achieved. Artwork is
displayed throughout the school to
inspire students and visitors alike.
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Our annual art
exhibition showcases
students’ coursework at
popular venues such as
Theatre Clywd.

Our Welsh
Heritage / Dathlu
Etifeddiaeth a
Diwylliant Cymru
We are an English medium school, proud of
our Welsh location and traditions. Welsh is
taught as a second language and we strive to
use Welsh as often as possible in the life of
the school.
A growing number of our staff are first
language Welsh speakers, while many others
are improving their vocabulary.
An annual school eisteddfod, with
recitations and performances, celebrates our
Welsh culture, and Flint High was proud to
host the 2016 Urdd Eisteddfod.

Flint High
was proud to
host the Urdd
Eisteddfod in
May 2016.

Flint High School
is immensely
proud of former
Flint student
Jade Jones, 2012
& 2016 Olympic
gold medallist in
Taekwondo.

Sporting
Opportunity and
Success
We have a reputation for success in sport,
with individual and team successes at
county, national and international level.
Whilst not everyone can be Jade Jones
an Olympic gold medallist in Taekwondo
- of whom we are immensely proud, our
dedicated and expert staff believe that every
child should be encouraged and motivated to
achieve their personal best.
Our sixth formers can
study for a new sports and
coaching qualification, in
conjunction
Little League Sports
(LLS). LLS specialises
in the delivery of sports
coaching, education
and training across
the North West
of England and
North Wales,
in partnership
withPremier
League clubs.
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STEM: Science,
Technology and
Mathematics
Science
Science is a successful subject that excites
and engages our pupils. All pupils study three
science disciplines; biology, chemistry and
physics through a variety of both theory and
practical investigative lessons. Our strong,
positive links with literacy and numeracy
allow pupils to understand the world around
them using key skills.

Computer Science
Computer Science is a very successful
subject. Students can opt to specialise
in Computer Science at Key Stage 4
and A Level, where students have the
opportunity to gain skills in programming, the
systems development life cycle, hardware,
software, networking and computer based
mathematics.

Mathematics
Mathematics results are consistently
higher than the national average. Gifted
mathematicians benefit from university visits
and extension qualifications at Key Stage
4. Mathematics is one of the most popular
subjects at A level and is delivered in the
school’s sixth form,’6’.

Technology
Flint High School’s engineering teams have
an excellent track record of success, having
won the prestigious UK Toyota Technology
Challenge for three consecutive years, as
well as the Welsh finals. The school has also
celebrated success in the Go4SET Project
which encourages girls to consider careers
in STEM.

ICT
We have over 200 PCs and laptops; a ratio of
one computer to every three students. Our
students have access to:
• a suite of professional, multimedia
software.
• Apple iMacs in the Learning Zone for
sound, animation and video.
• video cameras, including green-screen
technology.
• a state-of-the-art laser cutter.
• a dedicated CADCAM studio for City &
Guilds training and qualifications.

Students can
access activities,
upload tasks,
receive teacher
feedback and
complete homework
all online. After
school, the
Learning Zone
offers its services
to all students
to complete
homework, research
and coursework.

Our New Virtual Learning
Environment
Flint High School is the first school in Wales
to adopt ‘itslearning’, one of the world’s
leading providers of learning platforms
specially designed for the educational sector,
with over 2 million users worldwide. Students
can access activities, upload assessments,
receive teacher feedback and complete
homework all online.

Achievement and
Rewards
We recognise success in learning, attendance, extra-curricular
activities and contributions to the form, school and community.
Students are rewarded with achievement points, internal
rewards and special events. Our newsletter, website and local
press regularly celebrate our students’ excellent achievements.
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“The school provides a wide range of valuable
courses for pupils in key stage 4 that are relevant
to their locality and interests.” Estyn 2019

Reporting on Progress and
Keeping You Informed
We Believe it essential to track progress
against potential. We issue a tracker card
three times a year, containing an end-ofyear target grade and a current attainment
grade. This is in addition to an annual written
report. All students plan their pathways
to improvement with their form tutor and
teachers. To ensure students, parents and
carers are kept informed of progress, we
invite everyone to attend Parents Evenings
organised throughout the Year.

Learning Zone
Our Learning Zone, based in the centre of
the school, is run by our Librarian. This zone
has multimedia facilities, such as iMacs,
laptops and PCs, reprographic facilities and,
of course, magazines and books. Lunchtime
clubs are very popular. The Friday Film Club
features thought-provoking films, and the
Chess Club has a growing membership. After
school, the Learning Zone offers its services
to all students to complete homework,
research and coursework.

Careers and Aspirations

possibilities every opportunity is taken to
inform and guide our students into making
the right choices. Our sixth Form Study
Supervisor organises a comprehensive
programme of motivational speakers for
students. We have a Careers’ Officer based
in school, and she meets with all KS4
students to discuss appropriate pathways.

Beyond the Classroom:
extra-curricular activities
All students have access to a diverse and
abundant range of facilities and activities,
such as:
• trips aboard to France, Poland, Italy,
Iceland and Barcelona.
• sports’ facilities, including extensive
playing fields, all-weather pitch and
sports hall with climbing wall.
• adventure activities on enrichment days,
e.g. mountain biking, kayaking, etc.
• 5 x 60 programme encouraging students
to exercise regularly.
• drama, music shows and performances
• art and engineering clubs.
• day trips and residential courses.
• charity and fundraising activities.

We want our students to be as prepared
as possible for their future. As well as
dedicating a week to aspirations and career
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Plas Newydd
Plas Newydd is our internal exclusion area.
Students who do not follow our code of
conduct spend time completing a work
programme based on their usual timetable.
They have guidance in reflecting upon and
changing their actions for the future.

More Able and
Talented
More Able and Talented (MAT) students
are identified early on and provided with
opportunities to challenge their capabilities
and extend their learning within school and
through specific events such as university
visits and the Forensics’ Trail at Glyndwr
University.

Ysgol Maes Hyfryd
Our relationship with the specialist school,
Ysgol Maes Hyfryd, which shares our campus,
is well established and flourishing. A number
of Ysgol Maes Hyfryd students attend Flint
High School lessons, with some taking
qualifications at the end of their course.
We believe everyone benefits from this
integration.
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A wide variety of
nutritious meals
and drinks are
available at break
and lunchtimes
from our modern
cafeteria.

Healthy Eating:
cashless catering

“Pupils show
considerable
pride in their
school, their
uniform and their
relationship
with Ysgol Maes
Hyfryd”
Estyn 2012.

Personal, Social
and Health
Education

We are a healthy eating school. A wide variety
of nutritious meals and drinks are available
at break and lunchtimes from our modern
cafeteria. This includes a meal deal of a hot
main meal, a small drink and a biscuit or
cake. Students can also eat their own packed
lunches in the dining area. Breakfast Club
runs every morning, serving tea and toast
from 8.20am. This is provided without charge
for students on free school meals.

Our programme on matters relating to sex,
diet, smoking, drugs and alcohol takes
moral and social issues into account and is
designed to inform our students of facts and
choices.
We offer individual counselling through Form
Tutors, Learning Managers, our Inclusion
Welfare Officer, School Counsellor and
School Nurse. We liaise closely with outside
agencies, which can provide support for
individual students.

“The school makes beneficial use of partnerships with a range of agencies such
as ‘Careers Wales’ and the ‘My Education, Employment and Enterprise’ project to
enhance the personal and social education curriculum. These help offer helpful
guidance and advice on future career choices.” Estyn 2019

An Anti-bullying
School
The school has a simple, comprehensive policy for
dealing with bullying, developed in consultation with
parents and students. The policy is shared with students
at the beginning of Year 7 and parents can request a copy
at any time.
Incidents, though they
occur, are infrequent
and students should
feel confident that any
such situation will
always be dealt
with promptly
and effectively.
Any student who
feels they are
being bullied should inform
a teacher or member of staff
immediately.

Transition and
Induction: starting at
Flint High School
We have an Induction Programme
to ensure that students transfer
easily and confidently from
primary schools. The Year 7
Learning Manager visits each
primary school to talk to teachers
about the new children and their
particular capabilities and needs.
During the summer term, Year 6 children attend two
taster days. Specially created lessons and activities
enable them to get to know their new surroundings and
their teachers.
The parents of our new Year 7 students meet the Form
Tutor during the first half-term to find out how their child
is settling in.

ParentVoice
ParentVoice provides an informal forum for parents to
have a say about what goes on at Flint High School. You
can get involved as much or as little as you wish. The
group meets every half-term and discusses issues raised
by both teachers and parents, helping the Headteacher
and Governors make well-informed decisions to improve
school life.
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