From the Head Teacher
Dear Parents/Carers,
This will be our final newsletter for this academic year
and I’d like to begin by thanking you as parents for all
the support that you have given the school and your
children over the last year. I’d also like to formally
thank Mr Connelly for the commitment and passion
that he has shown to Flint High School in his role as
Headteacher. Mr Connelly is retiring this year after 6
years at Flint High School. I have been appointed as
the new Head teacher from September and I am very
excited to take on this role.
I am immensely proud of all the excellent work that
our young people have done this year. They have
shown a tremendous enthusiasm towards school and
you can see that when you read through our
newsletter or if you visit our twitter page @flinthigh. I
am also extremely proud of my staff. None of these
extra-curricular opportunities would have been
possible if it wasn’t for them.
We now have 6 weeks to re-charge ready for
September. I wish you all a great summer with lots of
time for family and friends and look forward to seeing
our young people in September for another exciting
year.
Diolch
C Millington
Acting Headteacher

Dates for your Diary
Autumn Term Start
Term starts for students
Close for Half Term Break
Training Day
Open After Half Term Break
Close for Christmas Break
Training Day
Spring Term Start
Term starts for students
Close for Half Term Break
Open After Half Term Break
Training Day
Close for Easter Break
Summer Term Start
May Day Bank Holiday
Close for Half Term Break
Open After Half Term Break
Training Day
Close for Summer Break

01.09.22
05.09.22
28.10.22
07.11.22
08.11.22
22.12.22
23.12.22
09.01.23
09.01.23
17.02.23
27.02.23
28.02.23
31.03.23
17.04.23
01.05.23
26.05.23
05.06.23
28.06.23
20.07.23
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Students celebrate with Record of
Achievement Ceremony and Prom

More than 120 of our Year 11 students were joined by
parents, family, staff and governors for their Record of
Achievement Ceremony before setting off for prom.
Mrs Millington, welcomed parents, carers, staff,
governors and guests to the ceremony. She thanked all
staff for their dedication to Year 11, known as 'The
Sunflower Year', and to the families for all their support
and encouragement.
Speaking about her fond memories of the students
going back to when they came to Flint High School as
Year 6 pupils on their transition days, she said: "I
remember how keen you all were to join Flint High
School and, fast forward a whirlwind five years, we
have all been there for each other through good times
and sad times.
"There are three key areas we have worked with you to
develop: positivity, resilience, and success; success
being whatever is important to you, as an individual.
Your next exciting chapter is about to start so be
confident, be courageous, be resilient, and be
successful. We wish you all every happiness and
success for the future."
Stevie Duncan, Olivia Bateman, and Adele Crimes, gave
a stunning performance of Hallelujah, accompanied by
Megan Pearson on the keyboard.

Evie Stones and Megan Pearson, Year 11 Future
Leaders, thanked all the teachers for their help and
support throughout their high school years, and, in
particular, Miss Evans, their year 11 learning manager,
who they couldn't thank enough for everything she
has done for them.
Miss Evans addressed her year group: "I am so
incredibly proud to see you all together this evening,
you all look amazing and so grown up. I've absolutely
loved being your head of year. It hasn't been easy with
the pandemic, but we have all adapted with pride.
"You have made relationships that will last all your
lives and I wish you all the very best of luck in your
chosen steps. Be kind, be brave, be honest, be happy
and, most importantly, just be you. We will all miss
you."

Special video messages wishing the year group good
luck for the future and to pursue their dreams were
shown from former students, Jade Jones and Dylan
Levitt. Special guest, Missy Bo Kearns, the 21-year-old
Liverpool and England women's football player, was
interviewed about her journey to becoming a top
athlete by Marc Garnett, commercial director at LLS.
The Nike sponsored athlete spoke about the
importance of always working hard, and giving 100 per
cent to everything as nothing is guaranteed for life.
She said: "All the students have different attributes and
opportunities for the future. It is interesting and
exciting to leave school but even though they might
think they know everything, every day is a learning
day."
A video presentation followed showing highlights
from the students' time at Flint High School.
Andrea Roberts, chair of Governors, gave a closing
speech: "I am so pleased that we can all be here
tonight. You young people have lived through some of
the most difficult years; you have had to learn new
skills quickly and this will help to make you the adults
you are becoming.
"I would personally like to thank all the parents and
carers for their continued support and all the staff at
the school for the tremendous hard work that has
gone into supporting these young people. “
Following the ceremony, the students headed off to
the Mercure Chester Abbots Well Hotel for their prom.

Marvellous Matilda Show is a
Sensational Success
Matilda JR was a huge success this July with the Cast
and Crew receiving a standing ovation each evening in
the first Flint High School, post-pandemic production.

Miss Holmes, Show Director who worked tirelessly to
put the show together, said: “The cast and crew were
incredibly professional and resilient, beginning
rehearsals in pandemic restrictions. They’ve been so
adaptable throughout.”

Miss Holmes also made reference to the wide-range of
roles that students fulfilled in putting on the
production: “The performance was supported by Year
12 student Joseph Burrows as lighting technician and
Year 12 student Callum Williams as stage manager,
looking after a team of 12 backstage crew ranging
from Year 7 to Year 11. Adele Crimes in Year 10 and
Sienna-Leigh Jones in Year 8 were sound technicians
supporting the complex microphone arrangements
and music heard throughout every performance. They
all did an incredible job and deserve all the credit for
the smooth running of each show.”

“The part of Matilda was double cast with Lelou
Parsonage taking Monday and Wednesday evening
and Lola Davies taking Tuesday evening and
Wednesday matinee, both leading ladies were so
professional and committed that they too had their
own standing ovation during the evening
performances.”

“The cast ranging from Year 7 through to Year 12 were
impeccable and professional throughout the rehearsal
and performance process with many late evenings
after school and weekend rehearsals showing a high
level of commitment to their roles in the show. Our
cast and crew are an extremely talented bunch of
individuals who made the show so much more than
anticipated, creating fantastic friendships and
supporting each other throughout. I cannot thank
them and everyone who supported enough for all
their help and we look forward to casting for our next
production this September."
Photography credit - ATWL Photography; Rev Richard Hainsworth.

Reading for Pleasure!

Get to know your students as readers

by Mrs Paulson
Reading for pleasure. For an English teacher like me
those words go together like Romeo and Juliet, George
and Lennie and Charlie and Nick (if you know you
know!) But sadly, for many teenagers today, for a huge
variety of reasons, the words reading and pleasure are
more of an oxymoron.
So as teachers what can we do to change this and can
it make a difference?

Opening up a dialogue with the young people in my
classes has been an instrumental part of my mission.
Creating a culture where it’s okay to talk about reading
without fear of judgement has been so important.
Whether students love reading, hate it or are
somewhere in between we have talked about it
together. At times, we have broken down barriers
about reading together too.

Be a reading role model
This is everything. For some students you may be the
only person in their life who promotes reading to
them. Talk to your classes about anything and
everything you are reading and ask them to do the
same. Do so with passion and joy. It’s infectious! It’s
free. And it makes a huge difference.

Read fiction aimed primarily at children and
young adults as regularly as you can
I decided quite some time ago that in order to be able
to encourage my students to read, I really needed to
develop my awareness of books aimed at their age
group. I am so glad I did! It has opened up a whole new
world of favourite books and authors for me and more
importantly, it has generated some fantastic
conversations and allowed me to recommend some
absolutely wonderful books.

Make reading desirable
Installing a book vending machine is hands down THE
most exciting thing we have done to promote reading
at my school. From the personalised design, to the
students themselves selecting the books they wanted
to see in it from a local independent book shop, to the
unbelievable buzz surrounding it when it was installed.
Students
to be rewarded with a book from it.
Reading is officially cool.

Get creative and competitive
Introducing competitions linked to reading has been a
really valuable way of not only promoting reading but
also gauging interest. These have often been linked to
our school literacy calendar and set around the more
obvious key dates such as Roald Dahl Day, National
Poetry Day and World Book Day. However, our most
popular competition to date was our reading advent
calendar where throughout December we shared a
slide a day introducing a book and detailing its blurb. If
students liked the sound of a book, they had the
chance to win it by entering a prize draw outlining why
they wanted to do so. The creation of our own reading
for pleasure challenge has also been very popular. Our
latest competition asks students, on a weekly basis, to
identify the book and author from a tiny section of the
front cover. The most important part of these
competitions though has been the lovely book talk
that they have inspired.

Use any and every opportunity to link to
reading
Kindness Day, Pride Month, Anti-Bullying Week. You’ll
find a book to suit all of these. Books offer a fantastic
opportunity to talk about these important issues and a
whole load more. They can also promote empathy and
acceptance and allow people to feel seen.
Recommending books for emotional literacy is a
wonderful way to encourage students to read. Keeping
an eye on things like streaming platforms can also
offer a way in to reading such as the latest
Heartstopper craze. The excitement surrounding the
accompanying books in our school was huge so
adding them to our reading stock was a no brainer!
Social media can also be helpful with BookTok for
example gaining great popularity amongst teenagers
as well as adults.

No teacher is an island
Finally, involve others in your reading for pleasure
mission. I am fortunate enough to have a senior
leadership team and head of department who are just
as passionate about and committed to boosting
reading for pleasure as I am which is essential. But
allowing students to see that reading for pleasure isn’t
just something that English teachers promote is an
important message to communicate. Our Science team
invested in some fun non-fiction science related texts
that have gone down a storm.

Making contact with authors can also be a really
exciting way to boost the profile of reading at school.
Having the work of students endorsed by the person
who wrote the book
they have been studying gives them a huge boost and
sparks interest. Even better, if you have the budget to,
get them to do an online or in person visit and they
can answer the questions that your students have
devised. Our most recent plan is to create a reading
library for parents in our main entrance. The ways to
involve others really are endless and offer a great
opportunity to get creative!

National Education Award for
Fantastic Student

Year 11 student, KT Leigh Tarran has received the
highest accolade from an online education body, after
refusing to allow difficult circumstances to stand in the
way of achieving her goals.
The iAchieve Inspirational Student Award was awarded
to KT Leigh after completing a two-year vocational
course in Equality and Diversity, equivalent to two
Grade B GCSEs, alongside her other GCSE subjects.
Mrs Chatfield, course tutor and learning manager at
the school, nominated KT Leigh for the award for her
resilience, strength of character and dedication to her
studies despite having to overcome an unsettled
home life.
She said: "I am so thrilled for KT Leigh, she truly
deserves to win the iAchieve Inspirational Student
Award as she is such an inspirational young person
who, in spite of all the personal struggles and
challenges that she has already faced in her young life,
has remained positive, kind, thoughtful and
empathetic towards others.
"Her attendance, behaviour and attitude to learning is
exemplary and she always has a smile on her face. KT
Leigh is quite simply an outstanding student with a
confident outlook on life and a determination to
succeed in her qualifications.”
"Myself and my colleagues at Flint High agree KT Leigh
is an exceptional young person who has refused to
allow her personal circumstances impact negatively on
her education, day-to-day life, or future career
aspirations. KT Leigh is without a doubt a shining star
and an example to us all; she is also an excellent
mentor for younger students in the school."
KT Leigh, who will be going on to study childcare at
college in September, said: "I am very pleased to
receive the award from iAchieve and would like to
thank my teacher, Mrs Chatfield, for all her support
throughout the course."

School goes ‘extra’ with hit new
range of clubs

A variety of new extra-curricular clubs recently
launched at school are proving to be a hit with
students.
This term, using wellbeing grant funding, there has
been an inundation of new clubs running including
new art, humanities, eco club and science clubs for
years 7, 8 and 9, as well as a host of new sporting
activities for all year groups.
The art club aims to engage learners with new
experiences, as well as generating excitement about
developing new skills in art. Thanks to the funding, a
diverse range of art equipment was bought including
screen printing presses and inks, marbling sets, and
materials for Batik work, decoupage, glass painting
and clay modelling.
Miss Evans, head of art, said: "Each week we have done
a different activity and I hope the students who attend
can pursue their passion for art, as well as develop
skills which they can use if they opt for GCSE Art in the
future. Art club is so popular, we now have a sign-up
sheet for students to attend."

Students attending the new 'Science Squad' club have
been working in the labs in the science department
and outside in the garden area when the weather has
allowed. They have been working practically to solve
scientific problems and carry out investigative tasks
each week.
Mrs Kearns, science curriculum leader, has been
running the club said: "I am so encouraged by the
enthusiasm shown by the students who have been
attending since we launched 'Science Squad', they
have had great and fun and learned so much at the
same time."

Book Voucher Day Bonanza
Thanks to significant investment from the Welsh
Government all students aged 11/16 were issued a
book token to purchase a book during their English
lesson on the 12th July. The atmosphere in school was
absolutely fantastic as all students headed down to the
Drama Studio where Mold Bookshop had set up a pop
shop for students to select their summer reads!
Caroline Johnson, from Mold Book Shop said: “The
enthusiasm by the children for the books has been
wonderful to see. Many children do not have access to
books so the voucher scheme is an excellent way to
give them a free book and to encourage reading”.
A huge thank you to Caroline and the wonderful Mold
Bookshop for their support!

On a dark tourism tour, the students had the
opportunity to learn about Jack the Ripper’s
murderous reign of terror by exploring the infamous
Whitechapel area and its poverty and religious make
up, ending with a visit to the Jack the Ripper museum.
The students went on to visit a jubilee flagged Mall,
Buckingham Palace, Trafalgar Square, and St. Paul’s
Cathedral.
To understand how London is protected against
flooding, the students went to see the Thames Barrier
where they got a close up view of the huge feat of
engineering, and learned about climate change and
future plans to combat flood risks.
Neil, the Barrier’s students’ guide, said afterwards that
‘the students had been excellent, and were a real
credit to their school.’
Before heading home, the students went to Greenwich
to explore the Cutty Sark, a 150 year old (and only
surviving) extreme sea clipper.

Students delight at packed three
day trip to London
Almost fifty students travelled to London to explore
the sights during a half term trip organised by the
humanities department.
With a packed three day schedule, the year 8 history
students’ trip began with a tour of the Tower of
London, where they met ‘Beefeaters’, viewed the
Crown Jewels, and learned about the history of the
White Tower and its geographical location.
After walking over Tower Bridge, the students saw
HMS Belfast, and took in the iconic sights including Big
Ben, the Houses of Parliament, Westminster Abbey,
Downing Street, and the Cenotaph.

Mrs Edwards, teacher of history, said: “The trip was
really exciting for all involved. It was brilliant to get our
young people back out experiencing what is on offer
after such a long and traumatic couple of years due to
the pandemic.”
“The trip gave them much geographic, historical, and
religious knowledge but has also supported their
personal and social growth through independence,
problem solving and decision making – all things that
being away from home encourages students to do. ”
“Their behaviour throughout the three days was
exemplary, they were an absolute pleasure to take
away.”

Excellent Eco-club greenhouse
project

Criminology Students Crack
Murder Mystery

Eco-club have been fantastically busy lately
undertaking a number of projects to improve the
environment at school. This has included clearing the
quad area in school, saving creatures and levelling
land. In addition to this, they have a brilliant plan to
create a greenhouse from discarded plastic bottles.
Students are photographed above with the many
plastic bottles they’ve managed to collect. Watch this
space!

Year 12 Criminology students put their knowledge on
criminal profiling to the test recently in their
Criminology lesson when they had to crack a 20 year
old Murder Mystery case. Students loved interacting
with sources of evidence before correctly freeing an
innocent man. Da iawn!

Excellent Engineers of the Future!

Magnificent Money Project

Many thanks to the Money Charity who visited school
recently to deliver a brilliant session to our Year 8
students on budgeting and managing their finances.
Students found the session extremely beneficial
gaining a much greater understanding of the income
and expenditures that everybody must consider.

A huge well done Year 7 Design and Technology
students who have demonstrated superb accuracy,
precision and selection of tool skills in the workshop
this half term, interpreting detailed engineering
drawings.
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PE Update
Amazing America LLS Experience
for Year 13 students
Nathan Cumming and Katelyn Wilkes graduates of the
LLS Sports Industry Programme are experiencing life
abroad, as they put their skills to the test working in
American summer camps. To secure the work, Nathan
attended the LLS Global Coaching Conference where
he was required to deliver a practical session and
attend an interview, both of which he successfully
passed. Katelyn also had a successful interview and
was awarded a place on a camp.
Nathan, who is passionate about football, is with
Challenger Sport, the biggest soccer coaching
organisation in America, and Katelyn, whose main
sport is rugby with experience also in swimming and
gymnastics, is at Beber Camp in Wisconsin, a multisport, traditional American summer camp based on a
lake.

Based in South California, Nathan is staying with a host
family and at weekends has time to himself to travel or
move to another location to coach. He is hoping to
stay in America as long as possible and continue his
coaching development when he returns to the UK.
He said: "LLS has given me the tools needed for me to
pursue coaching as a career and the opportunity to go
abroad to America. I've learnt a lot about different
cultures in America and feel I am developing as a
coach, challenging players when they need to be
challenged for their own development."
Katelyn coaches a range of sports with a large
emphasis on water sport. She is based in a lakeside
cabin.
In September, Katelyn will be heading to Cardiff
University to study Sport, Health and Physical
Education.

Katelyn said: "LLS is a course that really makes a
difference. It has allowed me to learn valuable skills in
both a practical and theoretical setting. What I have
gained from being in America is the opportunity to
work on the water everyday while making a difference
to so many lives."
Mr Skeoch, LLS lead tutor North Wales, said: "Both
students are incredible ambassadors for LLS and Flint
High School; they have worked incredibly hard and
achieved outstanding grades. This has been combined
with work placements that have really helped develop
their skills.
"Nathan has completed his Football Leaders and is
completing his C licence while working with Flint
Town Academy. Katelyn has a range of experience,
working with the PE department, coaching rugby,
completing her swimming coaching qualification and
lifeguarding which led to her coaching swimming and
working as a lifeguard. I wish them every success for
the future."

PE Update

Lilly’s Athletic Podium Prowess
A phenomenal
performance from Lilly
Noble, Year 10 in the
SIAB British Schools
Competition in Belfast.
Lilly bagged 3rd in the
300m hurdles and 3rd
in 4x300 relay. This
follows the North East
Wales Championships
where Lilly secured
podium finishes n the
300m hurdles, 80m
hurdles and the 300m
sprint! Outstanding!

Samson Seals Silver Medal!

Huge congratulations to Samson Lowry, Year 11 who
achieved silver in the recent Junior and Youth Three
Nations GB 2022 Boxing competition.
Despite only having competed in two bouts in the last
28 months due to the pandemic, Samson got through
to the semi-finals in the Junior level of the
competition, representing his country and scooping
the silver medal. In a hard fought final bout, he
narrowly lost out on gold in a split decision on points.
Having just finished his GCSEs, Samson will be leaving
school to pursue a career as a personal trainer. He is
due to start training with Achieve More Training at the
start of July and after three months will start an
apprenticeship with a gym in Flintshire.
Mrs Millington, acting headteacher, said: "Our
congratulations to Samson for his excellent
achievement at the GB Three Nations competition, we
are so proud of him. Samson is an inspirational student
who has managed his schoolwork alongside his
extensive training schedule and competitions. He is a
brilliant role model for younger students, and we wish
him every success for the future."

Heather’s Hockey Tournament Win
Well done to Heather
Clarkson, Year 11 and
the U16s Great Britain
Women’s Ice Hockey
team who won the
British Women’s Ice
Hockey Friendship
Tournament.
Heather is a real credit
to her sport and we
are extremely proud
of her. Adderchog!
@FHSPhysEd

Year 7 Athletics

A massive well done to our incredible year 7 athletics
team. The pupils all showed outstanding
determination and were an exemplary representation
of the school. A special congratulations to Seren
Barlow and Annabel Evans for qualifying for the 200m
final and to Annabel for getting 3rd place in the javelin.

Cricket

A brilliant day was had by Years 7 and 8 Girls Cricket
Teams at a coaching and development session hosted
by Northop Cricket Club. The teams had been invited
following their performances at the County Cricket
Tournament held last month. Head coach Paul Roberts,
an ex-Flint High student commented that he was
delighted with the students progress and attitude
throughout the day,.

