From the Head Teacher
Dear Parents/Carers,
This is our second newsletter this year and as you can
see lots of fantastic things are happening at Flint High
School. We are very excited that we now have a lot
more to offer our learners through our after-school
activities. This term we have seen the launch of our
already very popular Science squad. Our Art club has
just launched and coming soon we have our Eco club.
We have also seen a re-launch of our school of rock. It
was also great to see so many of our year 11 learners
take part in the Duke of Edinburgh expedition recently.
This will be a programme that is rolled out to year 10
students shortly.
Rewarding young people for their achievements is vital
and this was the theory behind our new house system.
Hopefully your child has brought home a certificate at
some point this term showing you how many
achievement points they have. If they haven’t yet then
there is still plenty of time. Every week we have a focus
on an element of excellent standards. Most recently
we have rewarded students for excellent uniform and
excellent standards in their books.
I hope you enjoy reading our newsletter.
Diolch
C Millington
Acting Headteacher
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Brilliant Book Vending Machine
encourages reading!

Developing a love of reading has been given an
interesting twist, with the arrival of a Book Vending
Machine!
Numerous literacy initiatives have already led to more
students becoming avid readers and, whilst
researching ideas for an exciting, new way to generate
a buzz about reading in school, the English
department came upon the idea of a book vending
machine.
An initial book selection event took place where keen
students from all year groups were invited to select
books from a huge array brought into the school by
Caroline Johnson, from The Bookshop in Mold. The
books with the most 'votes' were bought by the school
to fill the vending machine.
Mrs. Paulson, literacy coordinator, who has overseen
the project, said: "The vending machine has already
generated quite a hubbub of book talk amongst the
students since it was filled and launched, with many
even trying to buy books with their own money! I have
had countless students asking me how they can win,
and recommending additional books.
"This is an exciting way for us to reward readers. The
books will be given to students as a reward for great
work across a variety of reading related programmes”

New House System Reaps
Rewards
The recently introduced rewards scheme has
continued to be a huge success in school with many
students gaining recognition for their consistently
excellent standards.
Students from the five houses of Parys, Idris, Conway,
Famau and Snowdon are pushing one another closely
to be the top achieving house, receiving points for
good uniform standards, good deeds, punctuality,
siarad cymraeg and good classwork.

Successful students will be given a token by Mrs
Paulson to access the machine and select a book of
their choice. The vending machine opens out so that
students can see all the books and not just the ones at
the front.
The book vending machine has already been put into
use by the first winners of the Form Reading Matchbox
Challenge. They are Christopher Latham, Freya
Rothwell, Keleigh English and Macie Leigh, all Year 7
students.

@Flint_English
Mrs Johnson, of Mold Book Shop, said: "When the
school contacted me to ask if I would bring in a
selection of books for children to look at and choose
for the vending machine, I was delighted to help. I
looked at our stock and chose what we know students
would enjoy.
"It was lovely to be there when the students were
selecting their favourite books. It was fabulous to see
the children so enthusiastic and engrossed in reading,
and I enjoyed hearing their feedback on the books."

Mrs Harbour who developed the new awards system
explained, “I looked at how we might combine the way
we reward students for their achievements with the
existing house system, which has worked so
successfully at the school.
“By rolling out the house system, students can now
collect achievement points individually and for their
house.
Every house has two ‘mountain leaders’ who are
prefects. Their role is to help lead their house, and
there are weekly competitions or ‘missions’ where they
can gain points for their house.
There is also a league board to plot progress and
trophies are given out each week for the ‘top form of
the week’. The aim is to reach the top of the
‘mountain’ by the end of the term and a house prize
will be awarded to the winners during the summer
term.
For individual rewards, there is a ‘star of the week’
which is awarded to a student in each year group to
recognise their success, and a tariff system whereby
students reaching a certain milestone will be rewarded
with certificates and prizes from the head of year and
the headteacher.
Mrs Harbour added: “Flint High School is focusing on
positivity and celebrating hard work and success. This
is the culture that we want in the school for our
learners.
“It is creating a more positive mindset amongst
students which is fantastic, and I think it has given
them a fresh energy after the difficult times we have all
been through.”

Bronze Award for Duke of
Edinburgh Students
A group of thirty-five Year 10 and 11 students enjoyed
a weekend on expedition in the Welsh countryside as
part of their Duke of Edinburgh programme, which has
finally resumed at school after three years due to the
pandemic.

The two-day expedition around Llangollen for their
Bronze Awards, involved a variety of skills, such as:
map reading, stove safety, first aid, emergency
procedures, route planning and the countryside code.
The trip also gave them an opportunity to learn about
planning food for an expedition and how to use
various pieces of equipment.
Year 11 students who are staying on for sixth form will
have the chance to complete their Silver Award in the
next academic year, and the Gold Award the year after.
To achieve their awards, students must complete four
areas of activity: volunteering (giving up time to help
others in the local community), skills (improving a skill
or learning a new one), physical (improving fitness
levels) and expedition (hiking and camping). For the
Gold award, there is also a residential element.
Mr Dowle, is the DofE co-ordinator at school and has
been responsible for encouraging students to
participate.
He said: "The students have really benefited from the
DofE programme, as it has given them opportunities to
make friends, develop new skills, increase their
resilience, encourage them to believe in their abilities,
and work as a team.
"The behaviour, effort and attitude on the expedition
was exemplary; they supported each other throughout
the weekend, whether on the hike, putting up a tent,
or cooking. I hope to see many of the students join up
to the Silver Award in the future."

Fantastic Film Wins Competition!
Congratulations to Year 9 students, Darcey Ellis and
Freya Vaughan who won Menter Iaith FFW’s short film
competition producing a video in Cymraeg that
showcased their local area of Flint. The 30 second clip
highlights the places in Flint the girls feel add most to
the local area and also includes excellent information
on the history of the castle. The winning video can be
viewed here. Adderchog!

@LanguagesFHS

Terrific Twisted Tales
Well done to Year 7 students, Efe Igbinoba-Ota and
Macey Bowden who have been successful in a Twisted
Tales competition run by @YoungWritersCW and have
had their stories selected to be published.

What a brilliant achievement and we can’t wait to see
the stories in printed format! The girls were also
awarded a vending machine token and above are the
books they chose!

Primary Transition Project Praised
for Success

Students Revamp Garden Area to
Promote Outdoor Learning

Local primary pupils have been given an insight into
the exciting world of performing arts at school after
participating in a series of workshops.

Mrs Jones, Drama, created tailored workshops based
on Bugsy Malone for students at Ysgol Gwynedd and
Cornist Park, using extracts from the play to enable the
pupils to learn the basic story, develop their drama
skills and group work, and learn how to create a
character.
Working with around 75 year 5 and 6 pupils in three
groups, the hour-long workshops started with fun
warm-up games to engage and focus the pupils,
followed by a read through of the script for the session
and a discussion about how to stage it. The pupils then
worked in groups to rehearse the scene and perform it
at the end of the session.
Mrs Jones said: “The groups were really talented and
could even do a New York Italian accent! The pupils
were so enthusiastic as they loved the script and
accent and, if they weren’t confident reading in front
of the others, they helped build a scene around the
ideas”
Following the success at the two schools, more
planned sessions are due to take place at Flint High’s
third feeder primary school, Ysgol Merllyn.
Mrs Millington, acting headteacher, said: “’The
transition from primary to secondary school is an
important stage in the lives of our young people. It is
important that they get to know us before they arrive
in September. We will shortly be releasing our
transition plans to year 6 students and parents, and we
are very excited to welcome our new learners. Mrs
Jones’ work with the primaries has been a fantastic
start to the transition work.”

A group of students have been working hard to refresh
an area of garden for outdoor study and relaxation
during the summer term.
The garden, known as the ‘quad’, offers a safe space
that includes a pond with fish and frogs, and trees and
sensory shrubs to attract local birds and insects.
Supported by Mrs Andrews, the students weeded the
garden; cleaned out the pond, taking care not to
disturb the wildlife; planted out a selection of new
plants; and decorated the old tyres before filling them
with plants to form an edge around the pond.
Now that the area is completed, science staff will be
able to take small groups of students from each year
group to experience lessons in the outdoors. They will
learn about feeding the fish, how to maintain the
pond, make more planters to grow herbs, plants and
some vegetables, and design and make bird feeders
and bug hotels to attract local wildlife.

Sensational Science Squad
The Science Department have been absolutely
delighted with the amount of students who have
signed up for the extra-curricular Science Squad
demonstrating a real passion for Science. So far,
students have undertaken such activities as
marshmallow catapulting, balloon rocket racing and
making elephant’s toothpaste.

@FHSScienceDep

Magnificent Sculptures and Clay
Monsters

Young Engineers Design
Mechanical Machines

@FlintHighDT
@FlintHighArt
The quality of work produced by students in the Art
Department continues to astound, as students in Year
8 show off their clay monsters that they have been
working on for their recent assessment.

Year 7 students have delighted the Design and
Technology Department with their excellent efforts so
far on their Mechanical Machines.
The project has involved students learning how to take
accurate measurements, use a combination of
different saws and learn how to refine their woodwork.
They have created attractive designs that display a
character of the students’ choice. Da iawn!

School of Rock strikes a chord
with students
In addition to this, are the remarkable sculptures
produced by Year 10 students, who have been inspired
by the work of Artist, Julie Arkell.

Students make great impression
at Interview

@FHSExpressive
Thursday’s after school have become a great place to
catch talented budding musicians as students take
their hand to many famous songs at the popular
School of Rock extra-curricular club. Any student with
an interest in music is welcome. Pictured above are
students after just mastering Seven Nation Army by
The White Stripes.

Well done students on the Year 11 Agored: Work
Related Education course who performed brilliantly in
their mock interviews to members of the Rotary Club
in April. These are part of the student's exam work and
are essential to pass the course.
Visiting us were Mr Kevin and Mrs Delyth McIntyre
(retired teachers), Mr Ian Hodge (retired Sea Captain
and local Councillor), Dr Gruff Jones (retired GP), Mr
Michael Duke (retired Psychologist), Mr Edward Davies
(an Undertaker), Mr Steven Blakesley (teacher and
children's author) and Mr Barry Harrison (a Pharmacist).
All interviewees excelled in their interviews and made
an excellent impression on our guests.

Matilda Rehearsals
The Expressive Arts Department would like to
recognise the fantastic effort of students preparing for
the school show! Students are working tirelessly to put
on one of our best productions yet, and can’t wait for
you to see it!

PE Update

Netball

Molly is a National Champion!

A huge congratulations are in order for Molly Martin,
Yr13 LLS who won the Gold Medal in 50m Breaststroke
at the recent Welsh National Championships in
Swansea. Molly is a dedicated professional, who is
extremely deserving of her success. We are very proud
of you!

LLS Learning Exchange

Year 12 LLS students Kerry Morris and Cerys Hughes
enjoyed a fantastic experience on the LLS International
Exchange Programme in Tenerife.
Both students organised a brilliant Netball Training
session that took place at the wonderful Tenerife Top
Training Centre in La Caleta de Adeje.
@FHSPhysEd

The PE Department have been absolutely delighted
with the fantastic turn out of students to the Netball
after school club. This has fed into a number of
victories for the netball squads.
Flint High School vs Argoed High School
Year 7 and 8 Match Report (1-0)
A very positive performance from a young team! The
game was end to end with Carly Leigh, securing the
only goal of the game. The team did brilliantly well to
find pockets of space to expose the Argoed team and
maintain the majority of possession.
Year 8 Match Report (4-2)
A little chaotic to start, but the team settled after a goal
from Freya Vaughan. The team were eager for the ball
and successful turnovers were plentiful. They worked
brilliantly as a team and show cased their hard work at
practice to secure the win.
Year 9 Match Report (14-0)
A fantastic win enabled by amazing progression down
court throughout the game. Highly successful centre
passes and rock solid defence from Aimee Jones and
Emmy Taylor were a feature of the game as well as
brilliant feeder balls from Matilda Price-Roberts that
gave Gabi Paskeviciute plenty of opportunities to
shoot. Da iawn!
Year 10 and 11 Match Report (7-6)
This was a really close game against a mixed GCSE
Argoed team. We took the lead early but some
fantastic defence was needed from Kea Jones and
Megan Pearson to ensure the ball was turned over
quickly. Seren Carrington and Sophie Edwards did
brilliantly to make use of the opportunities at post to
score.
Flint High School vs Saint Richard Gwyn
Year 7 and 8 Match Reports
FHS green vs SRG(A) 12-2
FHS red vs SRG (B) 4-0
FHS green vs SRG (B) 9-0
FHS red vs SRG (A) 0-3
An outstanding 3 out of 4 victories! Both teams
demonstrated excellent sportsmanship throughout.
Shout out to Darcey Ellis, Chloe Walkinshaw, Isabella
Williams and Alice Elliott who were all named players
of the match.

